were unconsidered ; whose servants, hard-worked though they were, adored him; and who never forgot his friends, or failed to help them when adversity fell upon them.
At the beginning of 1847, peace for a time visited Balzac's restless spirit. In February he went to Germany to fetch Madame Hanska, and leaving the Mniszechs to go back alone to Wierzchownia, she travelled with him to Paris, and remained there till April. It is significant, as the Vicomte de Spoelberch de Lovenjoul remarks,* that during the time of her stay in Paris, when Balzac's mind was no longer disturbed by his constant longing to see her, he accomplished the last serious bout of work in his life, beginning the "De'put^ D'Arcis " in L'Umon, "La Cousine Bette" in the Constitutionnel, and "La Derniere Incarnation de Vautrin " in La Prcsse.
He had other duties at the same time, being occupied with what he calls the most beautiful work of his life, that of preventing "a mother separated from so adorable a child as her Grace the Countess Georges, from dying of grief." He writes to the Mniszechs on February 27th, 1847 t: " Our dear adored Atala is in a charming and magnificent apartment (and not too dear). She has a garden; she goes a great deal to the convent" (to see Mile. Henrietta Borel). " I try to distract her and to be as much as possible Anna to
* (' La Genese d'un Roman de Balzac/' p. 194. t " Correspondance," vol. ii. p. 312." Cousine Bette " ; and Balzac has portrayed admirably the simple old man with
